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school building and grounds clean, and performing faith-
fully the duties of every school office to which he is elected
or assigned.
Stages in Social Development. — Piaget47 distinguished
three stages of social development in the children whom he
studied. In the first stage, which he designates as egocea-
trism, the individual is impervious to social stimulation from
without, at the same time that there is a lack of barriers
between the child and the outside world. In the second
stage the child makes an effort to enter into real social com-
munication. In the third stage there is reciprocity and
mutual respect between persons. The age sequence of these
stages of social development probably varies with different
socio-economic groups and different cultures. The child
may be egocentric, or he may not have developed the idea
of the ego which has grown up in a particular society. There
is already a little evidence that children from more privileged
homes pass through the earlier stages more quickly than do
children from underprivileged-homes. Mental ability, like-
wise, affects the child's social development.
There are also stages in the child's relationship to his
parents. Parents tend to lose prestige as the children grow
older. Up to seven years of age many children designate
members of their family as the ones they admire most. From
seven years to adolescence the percentage of children so re-
sponding tends to decrease until at adolescence few children
find their heroes in their own family.
Considerable attention has been given to the preferences
of children for one or the other parent. In one group of
250 boys and 250 girls ranging in age from five to nine years
the majority of both sexes, except in the five-year-old group,
expressed a preference for the mother.48 Gifts were not
highly efficacious in making a parent popular. These chil-
dren appeared to like best the parent who catered to their
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